CCMW Welcomes Quebec Motion on Sharia Law  

Toronto, May 27, 2005 – The Canadian Council of Muslim Women welcomes the motion passed unanimously in the Quebec legislature on May 26/05, which states that no Muslim tribunals for family matters will be allowed in the province, and that the laws of Quebec will apply to all its residents, regardless of religion, ethnicity or culture.

This public motion is a courageous act and though it may be criticized by some, its message is strong that religious women will not be isolated and placed under any other form of law. Quebec has clearly understood that different laws for different citizens leads to discrimination and has nothing to do with multiculturalism or Charter rights. 

Our regret is that the motion did not include a statement that no religious laws shall be used. This move towards separate laws, according to religion, is being advocated by other religious groups and is not restricted to Muslims only.

We hope that Ontario will follow the same reasoning and demonstrate courage to state unequivocally that all Ontario families must be treated equally under the laws of the land.  

Ontario should not discriminate against religious women nor isolate them because of their faith. The government should also not be persuaded that there is a conflict between religious freedom and women’s equality rights, nor that pluralism should lead to segregation of citizens on the basis of religion, ethnicity or race. It is a fallacy which shows a lack of understanding and caring when the facile argument is made that the use of private legally binding arbitration is a matter of “choice” or that it is “voluntary.” 

We urge Premier McGuinty to demonstrate leadership so that Canada does not set a precedent which is of grave concern to the international community. 
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For further information, contact:

Alia Hogben (CCMW Executive Director) – (613) 382-2847

E-mail: hogben@kingston.net
